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to occur alongside of very ancient verbal roots of Kannada
viz., Tlr (meaning 'to be able') and Pittu (meaning 'to
strike').1 This borrowing of Kannada words and verbal roots
in the said Prakrit work presupposes the existence of Kannada
as a growing language in the pre-christian era. The excava-
tions in Candravalli near Citradurga in Mysore have resulted
in the discovery of an ancient capital town, in which coins
and other relics of the Satavahana period have been found.
They all point to a kingdom and a capital town, which had
from before the Christian era attained a high status, carry-
ing on trade with such distant countries as Italy and
China.2 A reference to the people of Karnataka as 'Karu-
natar* is clearly found twice in one of the early works in
Tamil of 200 AD.5 That is an additional proof of the

1  Halaraja: Gathasapta&ti, 1-83, Ill-Sg, II-7r, I-6i
& IV-49-   Vide also Mr. Govind Pai's article on 'Kannada
Sahityada Pracmate' in Udayabharata, Vol II-5, p. 126-7.
2  Dr. M. H. Krishna:   Pre-historic Dakhan,   p. 234
(Presidential address to the Anthropology Section of agth
Indian Science Congress, Baroda, 1942).
8 The references are to be found in Silappadikaram
(Edited by V. R. R. Dlksitar), Canto XXVI, lines 105-115,
pp. 296-297 and Canto XXV, line 158, p. 289. This work is
placed in the Second century A. D. by S. Krisnaswami
Aiyyangar (Some Contributions of South India to Indian
Culture, pp. 16-18) and by V. R. R. Dlksitar (The Silappadi
karam, intro. pp. 9-10). It may, however, be noted that
this date is not universally accepted, cf. R. Narasimhacarya:
History of Kannada Literature, pp. 8-10 and B. A. Saletore:
Ancient Karnataka Vol. I, pp. 49-50*